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NOMINATION OF DR. LEE M. THURSTON TO BE UNITED 
STATES COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 


THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 1953 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
CoMMITTEE ON LABOR AND PuBLic WELFARE 


Vi ashington, D. C. 


The committee met at 10:30 a. m., pursuant to call, in room P-63, 
‘apitol, Senator H. Alexander Smith (chairman) presiding. 


Present: Senators Smith (presiding), Griswold, Purtell, Murray, 





The Crarruan. I think I will call the committee to order. 

1 called this meeting today for the purpose of considering the 
nomination wl ich has been refert d to our ¢c ymmitt e of Dr. Lee M. 
an, to be United States Commissioner of Educa- 





Thurston, of Michi 
tion. 

There are some other matters that I wanted to take up with the 
committee after we have examined Dr. Thurston and passed on him, 


| just mention that so that the members will stay for a few minutes. 


‘Dr. Thurston, we are verv glad to welcom uu here: and as is our 
custom, the members of the committee have a few questions to ask, 
I think, about the candidates for office that are referred to us, and | 
will start in bv asking vou if vou will give us for the record a statement 
of your background and your qualifications, as you see it, for this 


very lumportant position. 


STATEMENT OF DR. LEE M. THURSTON, STATE SUPERINTENDENT 
OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION FOR MICHIGAN, AND NOMINEE TO 
THE OFFICE OF UNITED STATES COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 


Dr. THursron. Thank you, Senator. I should think that the 
qualifications one might state would be more or less a chronicle of the 


candidate’s training and experience. 


My studies have been as a college student, underera luate and 
oraduate, at the University of Michigan: which was kind enough to 
bestow three degrees upon me over a number of years: the bachelor’s 
degree, the master’s degree, and the doctor’s degree. The last named 


l Oot by 
which has 


tudving with special emphasis in school administration, 
ven my life work for the last 20 vears, more or less. 

As for experience, I did quite a number of things before I went into 
teaching at the age of 24 and 25 I worked in my father’s store, on 
my father’s newspaper, and got so | could earn m\ living at the 
printer’s trade; which I mention here because it has always given me 
an interest in vocational education. I once worked in a post office 
in Florida, and worked my way partly through college. I served in 
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the United States Marine Corps for about a year and a quarter. Then 
I was a paren teacher in science in various Michigan high schools 
for 6 or 7 years. I became a smalltown superintendent. I was assist- 
ant ceeseauadont of schools, mainly on the business side, at Ann 
Arbor, Mich., for about 4 vears. I was appointed deputy superin- 
tendent of public instruction for the State of Michigan in 1935, by 
Superintendent Elliott, whom I later succeeded. 

| took out 6 years and was professor of education in the field of 
school administration at the University of Pittsburgh. While I was 
there, I diversified my college work by engaging in a survey of the 
schools of the cities of New York and Boston. 

Then I returned, finally, to my position, which was a civil-service 
position then, of deputy superintendent for the State of Michigan, 
serving in that capacity until 1948, when the superintendent took 
another position as college president. I was named superintendent 
by the Governor, and then twice I ran for office and was elected on 
the party ticket 

{ think that would be a summary of my training and experience, 
Mr. Chairman. 

The CHamrmMan. Have you a special interest in the national aspect 
of the educationa program? 

Dr. TuHursron. | have been permitted to show an interest in it, 
partly through the kindness of former Commissioner Earl McGrath, 
who invited me, a number of years ago, to be a member of his advisory 
committee, on wh'ch I served for a year. He invited me to take a 
couple of excursions abroad on behalf of the Office, which I was not 
able to do. 

[ have written a few things for magazines that bear upon the opera- 
tions of the Office, simply as a part of my professional life. 

The Cuarrman. I am going to suggest to the committee that we 
incorporate in the record in connection with Dr. Thurston’s statement 
this memorandum which we have before us, which is a summary of a 
good deal of the material that has just been given to us. 

(The material r fer red to is as follows: 


Dr. Lee M. Thurston, State superintendent of public instruction for Michigan, 


was nominated for United States Commissioner of Ecucation by President 
Fisenhower on June 18. Dr. Thurston will assume office July 1 subject to Senate 
confirmation of his nomination. The newly ap pointed Commissioner had planned 
to become de: of the College of Educat of Michigan State College on July 
1. but the President’s request has aan a elena 

Since 1948. Dr. Thurston has been the chief State school officer for Michigan 
to which offic he was twice reelected n 1949 and again in 1951. He has had 
broad experienc n public education and has been a mumber of a university 
facult) As superintendent of publie instruction for Michigan, Dr. Thurston 
has been active in National Council of Chief State School Officers, serving 
as its } ae n 1950-51, and on the lueational policies commission of the 
National Education A a 1 of which he had just been named chairman after 
serving ce 1950 He had also been a member of the NEA legislative com- 
mission since January 1953, but he has severed connections with both NEA 
con is ns 

rhe 1 ( s erienee as an educator includes 6 years as a high- 
school teach n Mie an schools, 5 years as a local superintendent, 4 years 
is assistant superintendent of schools in Ann Arbor, Mich., and 7 years as deputy 
superintendent of public instruction for Michigan for 1935-38 and again from 
1944—48 when he was appointed suecessor to Dr. Eugene Elliott by Gov. Kim 
Sigler. From 1988 to 1944 Dr. Thurston was professor of education at the 
University of Pittsburgh, and since 1942 he has been a member of school survey 


commissions in New York, | yn. and the State of Washington. His formal 








NOMINATION OF UNITED STATES COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION 3 


education includes the A. B., A. M., and Ph. D. degrees, all from the University 
of Michigan where he received the doctor’s in 1935. 

The new Commissioner of Education was born in 1895 at Central Lake, Mien.., 
the son of George Lee and Lenore Mohrman Thurston. His father was a mer- 
chant and newspaperman in northern Michigan. After graduating from the 
University of Michigan in 1918 he served in the Marine Corps in 1918-19. Dr. 
Thurston’s wife is the former Jessie Gothro of Boyne City, Mich.; the Thurstons 
have two children, Jane and Robert Lee. 

The CHarrMAN. Senator Murray, have you any questions to ask 
the doctor? 

Senator Murray. Doctor, I recognize your fine experience and high 
qualifications for the office you are about to take. I assume that you 
intend to follow the traditional policy of impartial service between 
the public and private schools that has been in force in the country? 

Dr. Tuursron. I do, sir. 

Senator Murray. I am very satisfied with your qualifications, and 
I wish you success. 

Dr. THurstron. Thank you, Senator. 

The CHAIRMAN. Senator Griswold? 

Senator GriswoLtp. No questions. I think he has a fine back- 
ground for this position. 

The CuarrMan. Senator Hill, in light of your expertness in the 
field of education, have you any questions? 

Senator Hiiy. I agree with the Governor that he certainly has an 
excellent background for this job. 

I notice you are the present chairman, Doctor, of the educational 
policies commission of the National Education Association. 

Dr. TH RSTON, Yes, sir. 

Senator Hiw. Did you serve on that with my old friend, Dr. 
John Norton of Columbia? 

Dr. THurston. Yes, sir; he was chairman of the commission. 

Senator Hitt. When you first went on, he was chairman; is that 
right? 

Dr. THurston. Yes, sir. 

Senator Hiti. Well, I just feel that we are fortunate to have a man 
like you, Doctor, in this position. 

Dr. TuHurston. Thank you, Senator Hill 

The CHarrMan. Thank you, Senator. 

Senator Purtell? 

Senator PurrEiy. I feel we are very fortunate, too, in having you 
available for this position. 

| have no other questions. 

The CHarRMAN. Senator Lehman? 

Senator Lenman. Dr. Thurston, is the office of State superintendent 
of public instruction equivalent to our position of commissioner of 
education in the State of New York? 

Dr. THurston. Yes, sir; with this difference, however: Your com- 
missioner is appointed by the Board of Regents of the State of New 
York, where as in Michigan the superintendent of public instruction is 
an elected officer 

Senator pos Have we had any advices or protests or endorse- 
ments from any of the educational organizations, like the National 
Education Association? 

The CuHarrMan. I will ask the clerk of the committee. 
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Mr. Ropcers. We have had neo objections filed with the committee 
at all, Senator Lehman. We have had several endorsements filed. 
The CuarrmMan. Did we ask the National Education Association? 
Mr. Ropa@rrs. Yes. They have all endcrsed him. 
The CHarrmMan. Would you put in the record the ones that have? 
Ropcers. The National Education Association and the 
Association of Land-Grant Colleges and Universities 


The CuarrMan. Does that answer your question, Senator? 

Senator LeumMan. Yes. Thank vou very much. 

The CuairMan. | welcome vou here is Morning Senator Douglas. 
We have b onsiderin the nol vation of Dr. Lee M. Thurston. 
State superintendent of public instruction from Michigan, for United 
st ( I ) KEducatio If vou have a few questions on 
the « us ir vuld be glad to have vou 
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